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We would like to thank Jan Novak and Petr Sedlak for their interest and comments to our manuscript. We
found that increasing BMI was associated with shorter estimated median duration of the active second stage
of labour.!

We could not find any obvious causal mechanism for our findings; but suggested some possible explanations.
The shorter active second stage may be related to increased abdominal pressure with increasing BMI, or
perhaps increased strength when pushing.? 3 Increased infiltration of fat in the muscular pelvic floor may
decrease its strength and resistance.* The presence of fat in the birth canal of obese women may delay the
urge to bear down, thereby postponing active pushing until the head is lower in the maternal pelvis.

Novak et al. measured the bi-ilac and bi-cristal diameters of the greater pelvis and found a broader pelvis
in individuals with a history of obesity from adolescence.” We supposed that there would be an association
between the size of the greater pelvis and the size of the birth canal. We agree to the limitations commented
by Novak and Sedlak. However, our proposed causal mechanisms are merely hypotheses, and cannot be
accepted nor rejected based on current knowledge.
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