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We can all agree that ocean-based CDR 
needs good ocean observation data, yes? 



• Step 1: What publications use observation data relevant to the 
carbon cycle from the North Atlantic Ocean (past 10 years)?

What data does the scientific community rely on?







• 281 unique identifiable datasets.
• Not counting data used only for that paper







* Sea surface 
datasets include 
OAFlux, HadISST, 
ERSST, OISST, 
SOCAT
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• Now looking for data “in the wild” (in a repository but not a paper)

• Talking to people with more expertise about the “why”
• Would you like to be one of them?  

• … on the implications for ocean data systems in the context of ocean CDR.

We’re not done yet…

But I have some early thoughts… 



Co-opetition.



Standards: don’t let the perfect be the enemy of the good.



This is a slide about

…. and the other under-resourced individuals and organizations that work to 
make open data widely available for public good.



For when open data just isn’t 
possible. 

Data Trusts



North Atlantic Carbon 
Observatory

Transform Climate Action
transformclimateaction.ca

Go Big



Mike Smit

Thank you!

Mike.Smit@dal.ca


